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it is an entirely educative effort or self-purificatory endeavour. It
is an appeal to go back to our former calling, shake off idleness
and earn a living, however poor, not on doles but in the sweat
of their brow

Q, But the political aspect would be there inasmuch as you would give
preference to your mills over all other foreign articles.

A. The boycott was not undertaken on behalf of the mills.
In fact, it was the first constructive effort begun with our quarrel
with the local mill-owners, and though the mill-owners are support-
ing our movement, they are not controlling our policy but we are
trying to influence them. And when we go out to the villages,
we do not ask them to wear Indian mill cloth, we ask them to wear
khadi or to make their own khadi, and every Congressman is
expected to wear khadi

Q,. Whatever you may say, Mr Gandhi, you are in for more political
power, which you are bound to get, and as soon as you get it, these mill-
owners, in the unscrupulousness of their greed, will build huge tariff walls and
be a graver danger to your villages than even the Lancashire cotton trade.

A. If I am still living then, and if such a catastrophe happens,
I make bold to say that the mills will be destroyed in the process.
And, with real political power, universal adult suffrage will come
and it will be impossible for the monied classes to crush the inte-
rests of poor villagers.

Q,. Don't you think people themselves will go back to mill-cloth as the
Americans are going back to liquor ?

A. No. In America, prohibition was a mighty weapon used
by a powerful nation against an unwilling people. People were
accustomed to drinking. Drink was fashionable. In India, mill-
cloth was never a fashion, whereas khadi has become a fashion and
a passport to respectable society. And, whatever happens I shall
fight on for the economic salvation of my people and that, you will
agree, is worth living for and dying for.

Q It will be an unequal fight. The rapacity of economic competition will
carry everything before it

A. God, you say, has suffered defeat at the hand of Mammon
and will continue to do. Well, He will not suffer defeat in India*
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